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1. Relations with Local Communist Party. 


Prior to 1929 the Polish Red Cross conducted its activities through the cooper- 
25X1 ation of public spirited citizens, Many of these were highly placed and cthers 

were socially prominent. Among the founders or charter members were two people 
who have retained their posts until December 1945, namely, Joseph Wielowiejski 
and Countess Tarnowska. 


After the fall of the Polish Government and occupation of the country by the 
Germans, the Polish Red Cross continued its unpolitical activitiss and brought — 
aid to the vietins of war. It is noteworthy that ir. Plapert, Polish Director 
of the Red Cross, was selected by the Germans from the Red Cross and is now 
living in Cracow. 


After the creation of the Provisional Polish Government in Moscow (the Lublin 
Government) in 1944, the Polish Red Cross was made cone of the targets of the 
Polish Communists. 


Warsaw was freed from the Germans on 19 January 1945, and the Polish Lublin 
Government moved into Wersaw ~ Praga - goon after that. This new Gorumoaist 
controlled government did not get around to the communiging of the Polish Red 
Cross until May 1945, when the first reorganization took place. 


At this time Fresident Lackert was replaced by a Polish army man with prestice, 
General Szeptycki. The General was a venerable eld Red Cross worker whe the 
government felt, because of his 81 years, would make a good front behind whish 
the Communists could benefit from his prestige and carry on their activities. 
But there was still fire in the old general and he valiantly fought all efforts 
of the Polish Army and the Polish Warsaw Government to introduce “members of the 
Communist Party into the ranks of the Executive Council, (Rada Nacselaa). When 
the government realized that nothing could be done with General Szeptycki, they 
removed him in September 1945 and named as President the former Counsel of the 
Executive Committee, a Pelish Lawyer named Tludwik Christians. Christians was 

a congenial man who tried to please everyone, and yet he was enough of a Pole 

to feel that the Red Cross should be unpolitical and should bring aid to his 
war raveged homeland. He made many concessions and some of the subordinate , 
positions were occupied by Communist Perty members, but he did not preve 


cooperative enough; hence he was removed in April 196. 


Document Wo. IFICATION Si 


NO CHANGE in Class. [] 
TED “ 4 
(] DECLASSIF : 
Class. CHANCED TO: TS s ad, eh 
DDA Nemo, 4 Apr 77 CONFIDENTIAL Y 


Auth: me REG. 77 4 Ta es ” Eutre 
Av anrovedied Fo ele 2005/12/16 : CIA-RD ad od by F [ R 


a 


2. 


DOR tage Be EEN REET bm itees 
28 : of nih Packie i Bh 


Approved For Release 2005/1 2/16 : ClA- RDP ag 


OSNTi.T. TGsLLICINCS Gioup 
endow 


In Christian! s place the Polish Yovernnent face d Colonel Koskierdez Hie: was 
a psychiatrist by training and profession, [le did his uidergraduate worl: at 
the University of Lwow and taught there unti 1 the full of Foland in 1939. 


ashen the Russieis oceunied Lwow, Koskiewiez went to the ‘eviet Unaioa where 


he wes omployed in various psychiatric institutioas. “with the formation of 
the Unioa of Polish Patriots in 1943 the Coloisl beeane 2 vevber of this 


orvanigation, Ho was also a number of the Co. vunist harty. ee ; 
is fer as is known, Yoskiewlez is stilt (caren 2b, 


1947) the fresident of tie oscentive Counet} of t2e Folish tzd Cross ia Varsaw. 


‘gs go01 as Colonel Loskiewlesz took office La aril 1°46 there yas &@ meaorel 
snake-up in the cxecutive Council and all twelve members, who hock tad the 
ei forts of the covernmment to infiltrate Cowwunist Tarty ~snberg lito the isd 
Cross, were renoved. Ths aew Qounci) include as first Vice=tresideat a 
Polish Secislist rarty cesber aamed Jebrowolshi, aud %.2coad Vice-P resident, 


Dr. Kaganiows*i, a somber of the en Party It should be “noted thet 
loyel nombirs of any of the six tolisa Lice r: arbias s to which FS belones are 


Communi sts. 


Another chenve, which was made imnediately upou Colonacl KuskiewLoz 2! takine 
over the prosidency, was tho .écdaistretor. Tha aislalstrator of the Folish 
ued Cross attached to the uxecutive Council i1 jargaw conlucts all the activities 
eof the orvanizetioa between ene periodic nectiags o: the Couneil. this post 
was filled fa April 1916 by Vs. Kelieki, a Polish Communist Party member. 
Kelicki wes a basics mag in Lithua, ia prior to joinins the Polish Communist 

arty. After he jolied the party he beease u school teucior, and ia 1546 was 
the Accinistr: tive Director. 


To suc.urige, it my be said that, sinee april 1546 the « ecutiee Council of 
the Polis} 
Dorrit 


rad Cross is composec entirely either of 1enbers of the Polish 
why or of menbers of Bloc burties Mie) cooperates with the Communists. 


a ss 
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Derre? ‘of Infiltration by Co: smaists and vowwunist 3 
It may be said in addition to the above » that because the P olish: Communist 
Tarty has not treiasd a suificient nuvber of workers who can assuce posts ia 
the figle, up to “arch 1947 « neelitible number of Cozrmnists have bucome 
members of the field orssaizutions. As a puess, ong may say that several 
hunired Convunist sympathigers have been placed in various local ‘poste. 


Helatioas with 4 the Sove rarent. 
(a) Derrse of Rovernrent {tae Acial sucpert. 


“hereas prior to 19,4 the Folish 2a¢ Gross was aa Ladspondent ores eat oa 
supported by public subse: riptiona and by outrivnt rrants fron various 'laistries 
(prior to 1539), after Live creation of ths Polish Lutiia Tovermigat it was 
plated u vader tho! »dnistry of are That was who a Caaoral (Szoptyc%t } was named 
to the post of Irgsideat of the .& ecutive Couicil, In aiditiou there are extra 
erants from the Ministry of Labor and Social velfare sad tue folish State Social 
Tasurance Tnistitute. 


(b) axtent thet the Coveraseat deterwiies or influences operat re~ulations. 


In April 1946, when Col. | Koskiowies assunvd the Chief ox caoutive position within 
the Polisi: Rad Gross, this orrandinetioi becune completel: subservient to the 
will of the Sovernvent. 4s & re sult «Ll operating revulotiois, instructious, 
persoarcl, finances ure subfsct to any controls that the Co.munist rarty or 
the Sovernmrent care to impose upoa the volish ec Cross. 
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Since the polish ted, © ss fells under the Uiaistry af. Sisttonal Defyase, 
liaison is maintaineu etcea the two orranizations by Coloncl ae ’ 

who is also a member of the Polish Communist barty. : 
represents Genersl Spychalski who is the Folitical zdueation cy Of the 
Winistry of Hatioaal Defense, a hichly placed member of the Courmnist Farty, 
and the Qirector of the Polish Red Cross within the ! inistry of National 
Defense. . 


The Polish Red Cross ceased being an aon-political ralief areal uation when, 
on 27 June 1946, it oifieially sigaed an appeal to the Foles asking tham to 
vote "three tines, yes" in the national refereadun held o on 30 June 1946. 


(c) In 1945 a coordinating board was set up to handle all. relief organizations 
in Poland. Through this coordina tion of various charities, relief organizatioas 
and othor institutions bringing ald to the lfoles duplication is prevented. 
Among tha mombers arg the Catholic Charity organization, Caritas, the You.G.Ae, 
various Protestuat relief units, aad the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. 


. Ment the other organizations. which ated brine aid to Foluad are the anorican . 


Red Cross, Swiss Rad cross, Swedish Hed Cross, and Danish Red Cross, U.S. Relief 
to Poland (sponsored by the 4roriesn Poles), and Don Suisse. 


Means of Support. 


The income of the Polish Red Cross is derived “ron two main sources, first, an 
allotment of funds by the linistry of War with speciel extra allotments by the _ 
Miaistry of Labor and Social welfare, aad the State Social Ingurzace Institute, 
and, second, from private donations. Since 1939 the Iuteraational Red Cross 
has contributed nothin: direetly to the Folish ied Cross. The other relisf 
organizations worklar in Poland usuaily coatritute « saterial aid rather than 
financial assistance, be z 


Despite the fact that detailed fipures are not available, dogordias to. ilafor~ 
mation obtedined | irqa,a member of the uxecutive Courcil, the Folish .ied Cross 
in 1946 obtained 12 million alotys per month from various sources. «bout 90 
percent of this amount may be said to cone from the Coverniant while the 
remiinine 10 percent from contritutions, drives, and profits on sale of dolls 


and proceeds from special satertuinents, porfor: WACSS, CO! certs, sctc, The 


estimated nesad of the Folish 224 Cross is said to bo in the aeichborhood of 


50 miilion «lotys per xonth. 


Gsnoral sPeuiuation. 


In ‘arsaw the Polish ited Cross is eoyernad uy tha borates Councdl, ‘compos ed 


-Of 12 mexbers with a President at the head and an Administrative Director 


handling the organization between the m eutings of the Council. 

There are, various lost ; persons bureaus, identif Jeation bureaus , hospitals, 
orphanages which are “handl ed by the Administrative Diy ector. 

This organization is ‘dupltionted in each voyevod where there is a Regional 
Executive Council headed by a President and with a Regional administrative 
Director. Below the enional level the lurse cities us well as county, 
orzanizations follow ‘the same pattera but the number of members of the 
axecutive Council varies accordiin to the size of the unit. 


(a) The sizo of the ‘ave nia ian ia | oland: tin 1646 the Folish ied Cross 
had apr proximately 5 oe a 


(b) Organizational scheme: there are some 17 Geyeveds da Foland in Gach of 


which there is a Polish Red Cross itezional Creanizution similar to the one 
which exists in Warsaw. 


{c) Cperatine “ethods and their offectiveness: 
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Secause the rolish 29 @ Gress head sulfered tre-naeadous Lo: s5e5° during the war, 
it beran its onerations uvier the aewly er. sabad rolish ‘rovisicasl Goverment 
in a very inefficieat manner. This was duo to a shortare of trained workers 
and lack ef funds. As any of the workers who were -in orm conea:1t tration 
camps returned to “Holand and resumed their pesitioas da the orgsalaation ther. 
wis a rarked improvement ia the haadliac of all cases. The iajection of 
Go: sunists into the os of th. Sakae Cress has togded to inerease 

inet fied. saey Gad lover the nor: ale of the workers in the ‘icid station is. In) 
wargaw the mornle was at a low ebb whea Colo. sh ioskiewies took over. — 
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